
President’s Address: 

 I am so thrilled to be here with each of you to celebrate this accomplishment, the 

completion of your degrees. The journey with its students to reach this day is the very raison d’etre 

of any College.  Just as it is undoubtedly a proud moment for you and your families, so to it is a 

proud moment for the faculty and staff who have walked with you at each step of the way.  

 As you know better than anyone, our approach to studies at Newman is rooted in the 

conviction that theology is relevant to everyone and everything.  While we agree that theology 

requires deep study, rigorous thought, research, and careful writing, we also believe that theology 

does not end with these professional characteristics, rather it begins with them. So to the milestone 

that we celebrate today should not be thought of as the end of your career in theology, but rather as 

the culmination of its first phase, and the beginning of its second.  The faculty of the College, I 

believe, are united in the firm conviction that a theology which cannot be preached, which cannot be 

prayed, or which cannot be lived out in the complex diversity encountered in pastoral ministry is no 

theology at all.  Theology is not merely an attempt to solve intellectual puzzles, it is rather a matter 

of a firm faith seeking an ever deepening understanding:  Fides quaerens intellectum  or faith seeking 

understanding, as the College motto inscribed on the wall you have probably walked past many 

times states.  

Through your studies at Newman you have, I hope, become theologians: that is to say, 

seekers. With this in mind, it is appropriate for you to see the degrees you receive today as a sign 

that you are in fact called to continue this task of theology in new ways; that is, to be ones who bring 

your contemplation of our Triune God to bear in the context of your ministry, your work and your 

personal life. The reknowned 20th century Canadian theologian Bernard Lonergan, SJ defines 

theology as the mediation of religion to culture.  Each of you whether a Catholic School teacher or 

administrator, an ordained minister, a lay chaplain, or pastoral associate is being invited to this great 

task of theology, of mediating religion to our culture which is today, as in every age, starving for 

want of it.  

 It is my hope that your time at Newman has prepared you for this noble and vital 

responsibility and that in your time with us you have become part of this family of faith. Please be 

assured of our best wishes as well as our continued support and prayer as you go forth to live what 

you have received.  Thank you very much  


